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Thanksgiving New Film Tells Story of Incarcerated Mothers
Food Drives
Successful
NATALIE WEINSTEIN '14
STAFF WRITER

NATALIE WEINSTEIN '14
STAFF WRITER

The holiday season is upon us and
Trinity is participating in the spirit of
giving with the Annual Community
Events Staff (ACES) Thanksgiving
Food Basket Drive and its Sponsor-aSnowman event. The week of
November 14 was filled with opportunities to give back to the community
and participate in a holiday themed
service event.
Both ACES events were set up outside
Mather, attracting attention
from hungry lunch and dinner goers.
The Thanksgiving Food Basket Drive
and Sponsor-a-Snowman gift drive are
both yearly events that go to support
local families and children during this
holiday season.
This is the 11th year that ACES

see ACES on page 6

On Thursday, Nov. 17 in McCook
Auditorium,
filmmaker
Jennifer
McShane screened her film "Mothers
of Bedford" for the Trinity community.
The event was sponsored by the
Women & Gender Resource Action
Center (WGRAC), the Human Rights
Program,
Theater
&
Dance
Department, and Women, Gender, &
Sexuality (WMGS).
McShane presented her film along
with a brief discussion following the
screening. The discussion included a
panel of children with incarcerated
parents and adults who had incarcerated parents when they were growing
up.
The film follows the lives of five
women and their families over a span
of five years. It explores the effects of a
long-term prison sentence on the
mother-child relationship, while examining the struggles and triumphs that
these five women face as inmates and
mothers.
Among the difficulties that these
women face, McShane shows the common frustrations of parenting as well
as the more uncommon experiences of

Professor Offers Insight into
Peru's Multi-Ethnic Society
SONJAY SINGH '15
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Associate Professor of Language
and Culture Studies Anne Lambright
gifted Trinity earlier this month with
an insightful presentation into the
media depicting Peru's tumultuous
and multi-ethnic society. As Lambright
explained, Peruvian history, like that
of much of South America, has been
painted with decades of conflict and
cultural marginalization.
One such example is the conflicts
between Sendero
Luminoso or
"Shining Path", a Mao·ist revolutionary group and the democratic government of Peru. Unconcerned with both
loss of lives or structural damage,
Shining Path fought a bloody, guerilla

a child's first birthday party inside
prison, and the biggest celebration of
the year, Mother's Day in prison.
The prison where the film takes
place is called Bedford Hills and it is a
maximum-security prison located in
Bedford, New York. The sentences of
the women in Bedford Hills range
from five years to life. McShane notes

that 80 percent of women in US prisons today are mothers of school-age
children. The mothers inside Bedford
are trying to become better versions of
themselves so that they can teach
their children how to succeed and not

see DOCUMENTARY on page 10
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A still from the new documentary "Mothers of Bedford" shows just one of the many touchinll mnr!.__......

Annual Thanksgiving Dinner
Draws Largest Crowd Yet

ALEXA MEHRABAN '13
war through the 1980's, causing a
STAFF WRITER
massive conflict between the Maoists
The Annual MAC Thanksgiving
and the central military.
dinner
was held on Thursday, Nov. 1 7
Lambright is most interested in the
in
Mather
Hall during regular dinner
mestizo people of mixed native and
hours.
Every
cultural group on campus
European descent who she claims were
was
represented,
including: LVL,
caught in the middle of a conflict ultimately fought between westernized MOCA, House of Peace, Zach's Hillel
House, MSA, and AASA, to name a
urbanites and poorer natives.
In 2001 , the central government few. Last year, the event was held in
put
together
a
"Truth
and the Washington Room and in the
Reconciliation Committee" aimed at Vernon Social center in years past.
finding the truth about the conflict to Brandon Lewis '12, the head of MAC,
organized the event that he calls a
prevent its reoccurrence.
However, as Lambright says "None "celebration of culture" at Trinity
of the commissioners of the committee College.
Before the event started, representatives from each cultural house set up
their stations and prepared to distribsee COMMON on page 10

The Sendero Luminoso, or "Shining Path," rebels are guerilla revolutionaries fighting against the government of Peru.
PUBLISHED BY THE STUDENTS OF TRINIIT SINCE

1904

ute food to students. Most of the cultural houses offered their native foods:
La Voz Latina served plantains, the
House of Peace had baklava and hummus, and Hille se.rved a 'kosher
Thanksgiving meal. ,
Abby Himmelrich '~2, one of the copresidents of Hillel, predicted the
event would be more successful this
year because it was held in Mather,
and she seemed to be right. By 5:30
there was a line outside the door as
students flocked into the dining hall.
AASNs Lo mein and dumplings was
certainly a favorite as their food was
finished within 15 minutes, and most

see MATHER on page 8
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Tripod Editorial
The Reflection in the Looking Glass
This past Friday, November
25, an unidentified woman in
Porter Ranch, California was
accused of using pepper spray
against roughly 20 people. The
bottle did not go off by accident,
the people were not assaulting
her - in fact, they weren't even
peacefully protesting (shout-out
to UC Davis). No, this crowd was
bathed in pepper spray due to
one unforgivable offense: they
were trying to buy a cheap Xbox.
Welcome to Black Friday.
The notion of Black Friday
has become legendary in the
minds of Americans: once a year
stores become lawless free-foralls, where everything is available for cheap, and you only
have to fight an average of five
other people to get your hands
on what you want. Surprisingly,
on a day known for creating
chaos a woman using chemical
warfare was not the only event
that left victims.
In San Leandro, California a
Black Friday shopper was shot
in the parking lot outside of a
Wal-Mart by an individual
attempting to rob them. In
Phoenix, Arizona an elderly man
ended up on the floor, bloodied
after being subdued for allegedly
shoplifting.
In
South
Charleston, West Virginia a man
collapsed to the floor in one store
while other shoppers stepped
over him - he later died in the
hospital of natural causes.
Fortunately as awful as these
incidents are, none were quite as
terrifying as what occurred in
2008, when one Wal-Mart worker in Long Island was trampled
to death by uncontrollable shop-

pers. However, this year was
instead graced with an almost as
memorable event: the Waffle
Iron Riot.
This incident became a viral
video almost immediately, providing those who did not venture
out into the mayhem with a
glimpse into what they missed.
For 48 seconds viewers can
watch as an enormous crowd of
people push and climb over each
other, almost becoming a fullblown riot. What sparked this
mayhem? $2 waffle irons. Not
electronics of any sort, not
designer clothing - waffle irons.
Now, I am not one to completely condemn Black Friday.
For the most part it can be a fun
and cost-effective experience,
albeit a terrifying one. However,
what can be inferred from these
stories is the dangers that arise
when people lose control. I do
not believe that the stores themselves should be put to blame for
most Black Friday casualities;
Wal-Mart employees certainly
weren't handing pepper spray
out to customers in hopes of
catching some early morning
entertainment. These were, for
the most part, instances of individuals allowing themselves to
become hysterical solely because
of what day it was. These are
people who, I suspect, would not
walk into a store on a Tuesday
and tackle someone to get themselves a blender.
Perhaps we can take a look
at Trinity through this Black
Friday lens. The less-fortunate
occurrences that we have seen
around our campus are somewhat similar to those of Black

Friday: people lost their heads,
they got swept up in their environment and tragedy struck.
This is not to say each instance
was a victim's own fault: like the
person shooting and robbing a
shopper, there are many events
that are solely the fault of one
specific person, or of the situation the victim was in. However,
we cannot always place blame
on others for mistakes we make,
though it may be easy to do so many times, this blame must lie
with both the environment and
ourselves.
There of course will always
be room for improvement, in all
situations. Wal-Mart and simi·
lar stores can attempt to control
the Black Friday customers
more appropriately and at
Trinity we can attempt to make
our campus more cohesive and
safe. However, it is important to
occasionally remember that
blame can not always be placed
on the environment, and sometimes lies more internally.
Nikolai Gogol once said that "it
is no use to blame the looking
glass if your face is awry." This is
a quote that many of us should
remember from time to time, for
sometimes it is right to blame
the looking glass for things
appearing poorly: it may be broken, warped and in need of
mending. But, every so often, the
blame may lie in your reflection
alone. And so though our society
may be flawed, we sometimes
must acknowledge that the
blame solely lies in those fighting their way to a waffle iron.

-GTL

The Lighter Side of Black Friday
If you asked me a week ago
how I felt about Black Friday,
I'd be in agreement with Greg.
Above, he details the insanity
of this American consumerist
tradition and, a week ago, I
thought it was insane too.
Why would anyone want to
wake up at 4 a.m. the day
after Thanksgiving?
If you ask me, the tryptophan hasn't even worn off and
my desire to leave my warm,
cozy bed is nonexistent.
This year, however, my
mom, aunt, sister and cousin
dragged me out of bed at 4
a.m. to get the best deals at
the mall.
Staying far away from electronic stores, we headed to
clothing stores for discounts I
never knew possible. Seventy
percent off tops at Express?
Sounds like heaven to me,
even at 5 a.m.
It was not the discounts,
however, that changed my
mind about Black Friday.
Rather, it was the sense of
togetherness and unity. The
holidays are supposed to be
about family, about the coming together of food and happiness, and spending time with
rtpo

the people who know you best.
Spending this early morning
with my female family mem hers is something I'll treasure
all year.
We laughed while trying on
unflattering dresses in the
hopes of finding that perfect
Senior Snowball dress; we ate
French fries at 9 a.m. when
our bodies seemed to think it
was lunch time; we waited in
15 minute lines, discussing
Christmas plans and Demi
and Ashton's breakup.
Beyond familial ties, I
bonded with everyone at the
mall that morning. From the
Macy's employee who admitted she had been awake since
2:30 a.m. to the mother in line
at the register, I found myself
connected to the people who
braved the shivering silence of
4a.m.
Here I was, in sweatpants
and glasses, roaming around
the mall with hundreds of
other early morning bargain
hunters .
Bonding
with
strangers over how early we
had woken up or how full we
still were from Thanksgiving
dinner, we simultaneously
fought for the best deal and

1toria s represent t e views o
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came together over the headpounding pain of a two-hour
night sleep.
Black Friday can bring out
the worst in people, as evidenced by Greg's informative
and
unsettling
editorial.
People will fight each other to
the death for a deal. Those
people, however, are in the
vast minority and even though
these people are plastered all
over the news, they are not
the norm .
I never once had the urge
to knock down another human
being for a pair of jeans and I
never worried an overzealous
shopper would rip jewelry out
of my hands.
For most of us, Black
Friday is the dizzying combination of sleep deprivation
and unity.
Coming together over a
common goal is a quintessential human experience and,
although spending hundreds
of dollars at 5 a.m. seems
insane any other day of the
year, on Black Friday it allows
us a few tired hours of connection.

-ADP
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comprised of the Editor-in-Chief and the Managing Editor.
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Centralized Testing Wrong for Reform A Rare Gem in Hartford:
the Value of Cinestudio
PHILIP CHO '15

CONTRIBUTING WRITER

For the last few decades,
American public education
has been criticized for its
mediocrity. The public faces
many alarming statistics: The
United States lags behind
many Asian countries in major
international tests such as
PISA. Only two-thirds of high
school freshmen graduate
with a regular diploma four
years later. Indeed, those
staggering numbers have convinced many that some kind of
reform is necessary.
Reflecting the public sentiment, many previous leaders
of our nation sought reforms.
George W. Bush signed the
famous No Child Left Behind
Act, which held public schools
accountable for their students'
performance on standardized
testing. Those that were
labeled as failing could face
sanctions and even closures.
Even though Bush's promise
to end "the soft bigotry of low
expectations" had a limited
success, his successor Barack
Obama so far has followed his
suit: another NCLB approach
with a lot of money attached.
Despite
Washington's
noble intentions, more testing

principle that everyone should ence.
be proficient in reading and
Some might claim that we
math? After all, the frenzied haven't raised the bar high
drive
for
accountability enough; they point to the fact
reforms could be found in both that
many
states have
aisles of an ideological divide. watered down their standards
Such an ideal might be real- to circumvent federal manized if states were to conduct, dates. If we were to test stusay, a 1000-word
dents in every
Who would
essay examination
academic subject
asking to what
and make the
object to the
extent the Berlin
test
demanding
principle that
Crisis of 1984 conenough, then all
everyone should
tributed to the rise
the test prep
be proficient in
of the Cold War.
wouldn't be so
Then those essays
reading and
bad.
However
will be graded
dry
test
prep
math? After all,
based on their
may seem, kids
the frenzied
ability to make
will at
least
drive for
good
historical
learn something
arguments. Those
accountability
from it, right?
schools that proIn fact, it is
reforms could
moted
critical
technically possibe found in
thinking will be
ble to conduct
both aisles of an
rewarded.
rigorous
stan Unfortunately,
dardized tests on
ideological
the reality isn't
all academic subdivide.
that pretty. Since
jects so that only
a legitimate essay exam costs a blessed few get 100 percent.
easily more than $100 per stu - Now every subject gets a fair
dent, cash-strapped states shake and kids learn many
have resorted to multiple new things through test prep.
choice and short answers. This hypothetical situation is
Even when states requires an exactly what's happening in
essay component, it is graded South Korea, the country
rather superficially. (I mean, where I was born and raised
when part-time assistants until
four
years
ago.
read each essay for a minute, Unfortunately, the picture

.,.,.ill not rescue public educa-

would it get a serious look?) As

seems rather grim .

tion. Standardized testing
diverts resources from gen uine learning and demands
more and more of instructional periods. Precisely because
America's future depends on
promoting excellence in its
schoolhouses, it must at all
costs avoid a path that will
lead to an educational disaster.
The ideal of accountability
holds an undeniable attraction. Who would object to the

a result of the lack of legitimate essay examinations,
states tend to focus on those
"core subjects" that could be
easily standardized, such as
reading and math. Test prep
came to claim an increasing
portion of instruction at public
schools, and resources were
diverted away from other
areas that could not be as easily reduced into multiplechoice tests - like the arts,
music, history, ethics and sci-

Every high school senior is
required to take the College
Scholastic
Ability
Test
(CSAT), which unlike the SAT,
covers many subjects, including ethics and world history.
The mathematics section
requires a mastery of singlevariable calculus, rendering
the SAT2 Math exam as some
kind of joke. Average high
school students would easily

see EDUCATION page 4

Greek Life Faces Misguided Scrutiny
IANBAIN'12
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

I think at this point it is
unproductive to re-iterate the
incidents that have strained
Administration-Greek relations
this semester. We can and
should stipulate that such
events are atrocious and unacceptable in the kind of community we all want to create at
Trinity. Without question, the
actions of whoever is the perverse individual at issue here
has cast a somber shadow over
this campus and college.
Our community faces a cultural challenge. Regardless of
whether this string of'incidents,'
are individual acts of 'douchebaggery' or exemplify a larger
cultural problem at Trinity, dialogue is the only appropriate
response. It is essential that in
moments such as these, the
Administration steps up to talk

to us, explain its reasoning and
its process. Otherwise the collegiate rumormill will, with stunning speed, spin a much darker
iteration of past events, offering
little hope for reconciliation.
It is in the "not knowing of
each other" that we allow groups
of distinct individuals all over
campus to become stereotypes
which are easily categorized,
denigrated, and blamed. As an
organization, The Hall greatly
appreciated Dean Alford's willingness to meet with us last
month. As he conceded, up until
that point, he had not put names
to faces and we were an
"abstraction" to him. It greatly
saddened me to hear that.
In the last decade the
Administration has painted
Greek life into a corner. In part
as a result of relatively limited
on-campus social alternatives,
fraternities have been trapped
in what is essentially a simple

lose-lose position. On the one
hand, if fraternities open their
doors to any and all comers, they
risk being tarred as raucous,
uncontrolled social flash mobs.
On the other, if fraternities
restrict access to their events,
they subject themselves to
charges of elitism, while, by the
way, the student body waits outside a locked door growing more
frustrated and feeling more
excluded. What would the
Administration have the fraternities do? Like a Chinese finger
trap, the Administration seemed
to have simply been watching
and waiting for any action, any
movement to tighten its grip.
The root of the problem is
that there appears to have been
a mutual assumption that fraternity and Administration are
natural enemies. But how could
anything be further from the

JOHN MICHAEL MASON '12
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

There is something special
about that moment right before
a movie begins. The trailers
start to draw you in, and people
around the theater continue a
hushed discourse as they finish
the conversation they've carried in from outside or critique
the previews presented before
them.
Then the lights dim, the
music begins, the production
credits start to role - the feature presentation is about to
begin. This collective moment,
this instance of shared anticipation amongst you and those
around you, is unique. At this
moment, there is a certain
magic in the air. Together, you
watch the first images begin to
dance across the screen, and
know you are about to enter a
world where dreams are made.
I wrote an article for the
Hartford Courant a couple
years ago when Cinestudio was
getting ready to celebrate its
40th birthday.
The piece
sought to reach out to the community and
assert why
Cinestudio is such a special
place. However, that article
may have been pointed at the

wrong crowd.
As I mentioned in the
Courant, you can still find
many students on this campus
who have never set foot inside
Cinestudio. In fact, there are
some who cannot even direct a
visitor from off-campus to the
theater doors. This baffled me
then as it baffles me now,
though I have become somewhat jaded to its commonplace
occurrence.
Every day, or at least it
seems like every day, I hear
myriad excuses for not attending Cinestudio; and though
some of these reasons are valid
- the economy is tough, people
are busy, movies are stupid and
fake .. .no wait, that one never
works - when they bear closer
scrutiny, I submit that they do
not hold. Movies, Hollywood
. and the art of film are about as

fundamental and original to
American cultural identity as
baseball, jazz, Mickey Mouse
and Superman.
This has never been truer
than it is today. You've heard
too many times that we live in a
digital age. Our generation
processes more "film" - from
YouTube to Skype - than any
prior generation has thought
possible. And yet, because of
this, we seem to have forgotten
the spark that a night at the
movies can create. The awe
inspired by seeing images move
on a screen has certainly faded
as constructions like IMAX and
3D (and, wait for it, IMAX-3D!)
raise our expectations of production quality. But there is
something more fundamental
about watching a film in a theater with other people that our
generation is missing.
A sense of community, sharing a cinematic adventure with
an intimate friend or even a
complete stranger, cannot be
replicated on a laptop in a dorm
room, streamed online (questions of legality aside) with subpar audio quality. And though
operations like Netflix make
this more legitimate, it can
never substitute the experience
of a "l:lleviie th.eater.
J • •
I
When a scene is so riveting/

that an entire audience is holding its breath in anticipation,
that is a silence you can feel.
When the actions on-screen
have elicited so much emotion,
that you, at your most vulnerable, are willing to openly weep
with the old woman sobbing
next to you, that is palpable.
And when a film has brought
you on a roller coaster ride
you've thoroughly enjoyed, and
hopefully taught you something
about yourself or the world in
the process, there is nothing
like expressing your satisfaction in tandem with your fellow
moviegoers in that oh so rare
spontaneous round of applause.
There is something more serious about watching a movie in
a theater like Cinestudio. The

see CINEMATIC page 4

COURTESY OF http://www.cinesrudio.org

see CALL page 5

C inestudio is the student·run thearer identified by the red lights, which runs movies daily.

Opinions put forth in this section are those of the writers themselves and cb not reflect the views of The Trinity Tripod nor of its staff.
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A Cinematic Trove Worth Visiting Education Reforms Do
continued from page 3

dents, but my intention is not
to speak negatively. In many
environment gives the film the ways I am overjoyed, I hear
respect it deserves, and allows more and more students talkyou to enjoy it to its fullest ing about how they've enjoyed
extent. Yes, being more "seri- events at Cinestudio, but in
ous" makes it more fun.
another respect I am making a
If there is one thing pitch. Cinestudio is an outlet on
Americans
have
this campus. And
always been willit is a gem. A rare
Every night - rain,
ing to pay for, and
one that the
shine, or freak
one industry that
greater Hartford
October snowstorm,
is always making
community
there will be a
money, it is cineseems to recogmovie playing at
nize but stuma. Even in the
Cinestudio, where
great Depression,
dents, by and
you can sit in the
large, do not.
people went to the
warm atmosphere
movies.
Poor
Unlike much
of the 1930s style
in life, this thefriends would pool
theater, watch the
their nickels and
ater will not let
curtain rise, and
dimes for a chance
you down. Every
night rain,
to forget their daily
take comfort in the
woes and live vicshine,
or
freak
knowledge that this
October snowariously through
venue exists primathe actors on the
there will
storm,
rily for you.
be a movie playscreen.
And
though I generally avoid gener- ing at Cinestudio, where you
alizing, most Trinity students I can sit in the warm atmosphere
hear complaining about the of the 1930s style theater,
price of a student ticket at watch the curtain rise, and
Cinestudio (which is $7 by the take comfort in the know ledge
way, and you aren't paying for that this venue exists primarily
gas) do not seem to be in dire for you. It was created by stuenough financial straits that dents, it is run by students and
they can't pay triple that it is here for students. There is
amount in party preparations no other theater like this, literally, in the entire country-we
each weekend.
I pause here because I feel should take pride in its exislike I am ranting, and to a cer- tence on our campus.
tain degree I probably am. The
An important change had
social mentality at Trinity frus- just taken place when I wrote
tr?-tes me as it does many _stu- the Courant article way back in

the spring of 2010- the founding of the Trinity Film Society.
Over the last two years I think
we've made great strides at
Cinestudio, getting more and
more students to step inside the
theater and, more importantly,
return because they enjoyed
their experience. Last semester,
we began a Mystery Film
Series where we brought you
free late-night movies, and we
have continued that in a slightly different vein this semester
with numerous free themed
events.
This Friday, sponsored by
the SGA, we'll be showing
"Home Alone" at Cinestudio in
an effort to bring you back to
your childhood and get you
excited for the Holiday season.
Also, throughout the week leading up to Friday's event, members of Trinity Film Society will
be tabling outside Mather with
a list of 12 films we are contemplating showing at Cinestudio.
Instead of trying to narrow
down the list ourselves, we
decided to let you decide. This
is your chance to choose what
films come to Cinestudio. The
other way to have a say is to get
involved with either the
Cinestudio staff or the Trinity
Film Society. If you don't know
where to start, I suggest just
walking in the theater's front
door. That's what I did four
years ago ... and something
magical happened.

support our sev10LttrsV\~p """~ ~0&11vttte to tV\e
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More Harm Than Good
continued from page 3

both limiting and destructive
is well demonstrated in South
spend 15 hours a day shoring Korea. Every year, a flurry of
up their weak subjects. dismayed seniors take their
Parents routinely spend 10 to lives after they allegedly "fail"
25 percent of their household on the CSAT. Suicide is the
budget to send their child to second leading cause of death
after-school cram centers or to among Korean teenagers.
Then what's the alternaa personal tutor. Yes, South
tive?
Since it's clearly impracKorea regularly tops internatical
for states to conduct
tional
tests,
but
few
1000-essay
examinations, any
Americans would emulate the
effort
to
promote
excellence
model.
must
be
done
outside
the
Don't get me wrong, I am
realm
of
central
bureaucracy.
not promoting a Utopia where
I am not an expert
kids get to have
in
this area, but I
Tes
ting
regime
all the fun and
have
a few ideas.
no work. I am a
sets perverse
First,
a pro-reading
firm believer in
incentives, subinitiative
for early
strong
work
stituting
learnchildhood.
ethics. One needs
Nonprofits could set
ing with test
to spend hours
up
a program to
on uncreative,
prep. When an
deliver
a
basic
repetitive drills
academic subpackage
of
books
to
before he can
ject is reduced
economically disadproperly exercise
vantaged
houseinto a stanthe creative facholds.
Local
governulties.
(That's
dardized test, it
ments could offer
why I have so
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programs.
Amy Chua's novel, "The Battle extracurricular
Hymn of Tiger Mother," horri- Studies show that kids who
fied American middle class participate in a school music
parents, more and more came programs end up doing better
to perceive the need for work academically as well. Rather
than using federal subsidies
ethics.
It's just that we need to as a tool for bureaucratic conwork hard for the right thing. trol, Washington should direct
Testing regime sets perverse them to support what is an
incentives, substituting learn- essential part of learning.
Third, a moderate use of
ing with test prep. When an
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academic subject is reduced
schoolhouses.
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a
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an theory was not
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on the test.
conveyed to the
More
importantly, high-stakes testing public that attending AP
instills a false sense of failure Calculus BC is actually a cool
in young souls. Unequivocal thing. Cash incentives proemphasis on testing narrows grams, however odious they
kids' perspective and leads may be to some educators,
them to seek narrowly defined have influenced "cool kids"
standards of success. Instead into taking a more rigorom
of seeking individual progress, course load.
To put public education
kids increasingly equate test
score with their self-worth. back on track, we must dream
(Of course, doing well in tests a right kind of dream: every
is a part of our self-worth, but child being able to read and
a less-than-stellar grade in write clearly, to express thei1
English literature should not opinions and to assume the
push a gifted math student role of responsible democratic
citizens. Centralized testing
into mental abyss.)
The idea that competition regime is definitely not part ol
based on fixed standards is that dream.
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Call to Re-examine the "Social Helix" Health Care Reform Faces
Supreme Court Decision
contin ued from page 3

truth? Education and life enrichment are shared goals of both of
these institutions. President
Jones gave implicit recognition
to this in the "Double Helix" title
of his White Papers. The administration with classes, research,
and
intellectual
pursuits,
engages our student body during
the day.
Meanwhile, Trinity Greek
Life deals with the reality of how
thousands of 18-23-year-olds
will come together to unwind
and build relationships after a
week of academic rigor. Each of
these institutions without the
other is an incomplete entity. We
need each other to learn how to
be adults.
The Administration challenges us to understand disciplined work, building the pressure to prepare us for our eventual transition into the civilized
world. The fraternities provide
space to blow off steam, build
sustaining relationships and,
over the course of four years,
learn how to unwind and live in
moderation, ideally without
making an ass of oneself. Yet
somehow our relationship is a
needlessly antagonistic one.
In the aftermath of the Hall
'incident,' of a few months ago,
the grapevine brought rumors to
my ears that were so preposterous that I was concerned they
might dangerously inflame an
already combustible situation.
Everything from "a Hall brother
stabbed a girl" to "the girl made
it up because she didn't get let in
once." Neither of these could be
further from the truth. But what
else could be expected? When
credible information is lacking
there is always plenty of fiction
.t o fill the void. In an effort to
provide more facts and eliminate
some fiction, I offer the following
information.
After the event, one official email went out explaining the
incident. In subsequent weeks,

the rumor-mill whirred with
new activity, creating the adversarial and polarized environment described above. What
actually happened in the days
following the incident was quite
different from what was widely
rumored.
After the e-mail went out,
the Administration requested
from the Hall a list of names of
attendees to the late-night party,
which was promptly provided.
Within 24 hours, there was a list
of more than 60 names.
Additionally, the Hall made all
brothers' pictures available to
the victim, as we would never
tolerate such a disgusting act.
Additionally, and perhaps most
important, were the steps we
took internally and without any
compulsion from the Deans.
After consulting with our
alumni board, the decision was
made that anyone attending a
Hall party would be listed, so
that we would be aware, on any
given night, of who was in the
building. Every person at a
party also must be invited by a'
member of the fraternity. With
these new safety precautions we
ensure that an unknown cohort
from this campus would never
again be in the basement during
a party to pose a threat to any
other student.
After making such a concerted effort to right this wrong, it
was disheartening to hear the
aforementioned rumors. More
disconcerting was that the
school was unwilling to send a
follow-up e-mail to the student
body documenting the immense
disapproval that we, as an
organization, expressed about
what has happened and the subsequent serious efforts we have
made to ensure that it never
happens again.
In our meeting with Dean
Alford, he expressed that he
hoped this tragedy could become
a spark for real improvement in
the nightlife culture at Trinity.
We could not agree more. But
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with the publishing of President
Jones' White Paper there has
been a definite sense that rather
than believing that we share
this goal, the administration
sees us as culpable, not just for
this event, but Greek life atlarge for this spiral of disrespect
on campus. As one of the few
nationally affiliated, co-ed fraternities on campus, ask any one
of our female brothers if they
feel respected as equals.
Trust me, I only offer the
question because I already know
their answer. There is a larger
problem at Trinity. Steps need to
be taken to ensure that our campus nightlife is safe. Otherwise,
there would be no need for fraternities and we might as well
collectively disperse across
downtown Hartford bi-weekly.
But when students are assaulted and robbed on a monthly
basis on the campus, what
would happen if we turned our
population outwards every
weekend?
Fraternities are here to keep
the student body entertained,
out of cars, and out of downtown
Hartford, where the potential for
real danger is omnipresent. I
would only hope that in coming
months
and
years,
the
Administration could feel comfortable looking to us as a likeminded ally rather than some
easily categorized enemy. That
is neither who we are nor how
we feel.
Indeed, I would respectfully
suggest that the Administration
might best make positive
changes to campus social life by
joining with us to think creatively about how to develop more oncampus social activities and
alternatives in addition to fra ternities. Such an effort would
simultaneously enhance the
overall social environment and
relieve the Greek organizations
of some of the pressure to provide the entirety of campus
social life. It is an effort eminently worthwhile.
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private-public
system.
Medical providers will be
more accessible and cutting
On November 14, the out the middlemen will make
Supreme Court agreed to communication easier.
review President Obama's
Moreover, the simple fact
2010 healthcare overhaul, of the matter is that every
particularly focusing on the individual will eventually
P a t i e n t
Some key features
need some sort of
Protection and
care, whether it
Affordable Care
of the legislation
is because of
Act
(PPACA).
include the extenaging
or
an
Some key feasion of health
unforeseen illtures of the leaisness. When those
.,.
insurance coverlation
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individuals are
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ents until the age
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its for small
intervention by
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the government
hotly contested provision that to correct the externality,
has
sharply
divided which it has done with the
Republicans and Democrats PPACA.
will be settled beginning with
The president's responsioral arguments this March bilities, according to the
and ending with a Court deci- Constitution, revolve around
sion in June. The justices have foreign policy and internationallowed an additional four and al issues. Obama, however,
a half hours compared to the has delved into the domestic
often
proposing
usual one hour to make oral sphere,
arguments, which speaks to national goals in his speeches
the significance of this ruling. and in this case, diligently
The 26 states challenging pushing support for his initiathe law argue that Congress tive. He framed the healthcare
threatened to end all federal issue as a compelling moral
Medicaid funds unless each cause and his determination
state adopted the new laws. to improve the system is eviSome claim that the federal dent. Obama declared from
government
is
moving the start, "I am not the first
towards socialism and that president to take up this
Congress' actions violated the cause, but I am determined to
constitutional limits of their be the last." The passing of
power.
this reform is one of his greatSupporters of the individ- est achievements and the
ual mandate believe that a opponents' arguments do not
collective pool of revenue will have much weight in constitulower health care costs and tional terms.
provide all Americans greater
The mandate does not
access to high-quality medical enter the judicial arena with a
care.
Obama
completely
Of all the industrihas stated that
impartial trial
alized countries,
every
citizen
though. Justice
not only has a
the United States
Clarence
right to quality
Thomas'
wife has
spends the most
care, but also
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on healthcare,
that we must
activities
that
which
accounts for
reduce the costs
oppose the law
of healthcare to
almost 16 percent
and
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In my opinhad any involveion,
Obama's
would diminish
ment
in
the
observation
health
care
lawthe inefficiencies
that the deficit
suits when she
of our current priis linked to
was U .S. solicivate-public system.
healthcare
is
tor general. The
valid.
Costs
justices will have
have been increasing year to leave their own opinions at
after year, and the trend the door and bring with them
seems to continue as people only their morals and intertend to live longer and seniors pretations of the law.
have more needs. Of all the
This case is certain to be
industrialized countries, the the political blockbuster of the
United States spends the most coming months and a critical
on healthcare, which accounts issue for the 2012 presidential
for almost 16 percent of the campaign. The days leading
nation's GDP. A single-payer up to the momentous decision
system would diminish the are sure to have everyone on
inefficiencies of our current the edge of their seats.
RACHEL NG '14
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NEWS
The Trinity Tripod

ACES and WRTC Hold Thanksgiving Food Drives Before Break
continued from page 1

has
sponsored
the
Thanksgiving Food Basket
Drive. The drive benefits 100
families of the M.D. Fox
Elementary School, which is
located just a few minutes
away from Trinity. ACES raises money from various mem hers of the campus community, such as the Admissions
Office, individual subject
departments and individual
students or faculty.
A generous group of donors
contributed to this year's
feast, but special recognition
should go to Trinity's athletes.
They alone raised over $2,600
toward this effort, "their contribution made a huge difference and we know that it was
a true team effort, not just a
big donation by one or two
coaches," said Mary Morr '12.
With this money, the members
of the drive buy turkeys and
general food items that go
along with a conventional
Thanksgiving dinner. In addition to the food purchased by
ACES members, Praxis bakes

100 pies for the families organization. Interval House
receiving dinners. Overall, the currently serves 24 towns
drive raises about $5,000 to from Andover to Avon, and it
cover the costs of the program. is Connecticut's largest nonACES purchased the food on profit domestic violence interNov. 20 and put
vention and
together
the
"The Trinity students, prevention
"baskets"
to faculty, and staff have been organization.
deliver to the
It acts as a
school the fol- terrific in signing up to spon- safe haven for
lowing day, Nov. sor a child. We cannot thank women and
21. "The mem- everyone enough for their children who
hers of ACES
have
been
are really grate- generosity,"
subject
to
ful to all the
abuse.
The
Trinity faculty,
Kasey Ording '12 organization
staff, and stu President of ACES offers a range
dents that conof services,
tributed to t h is
including a
year's drive" Morr said.
24-hou r hotline, safety planIn
addition
to
the ning, crisis counseling, emerThanksgiving feast, ACES is gency shelter, support groups,
also running its 16th Annual advocacy, information and
Sponsor-a-Snowman gift drive referrals, community educaevent. This event occurs every tion and a program for the
December and it provides gifts children of clients, among
to children who would other- many other services. Interval
wise probably not receive any House is the only organization
presents for the holidays. in central Connecticut solely
ACES works with Interval dedicated
to
addressing
House on this event and domestic violence.
donates the gifts to the chilFor
the
Sponsor-adren affiliated with this Snowman gift drive, Interval

House provides ACES with a
list of children and a gift that
each child would like for the
holiday. ACES then asks members of the Trinity community
to choose one child and buy
him or her a gift. The gifts are
written on colorful snowmen
providing the purchaser with
the name, age and desired gift
of the child. Hartford Interval
House traditionally puts on a
holiday party in the month of
December that includes past
and present clients. Last year,
Trinity provided holiday gifts
for over 100 children in attendance for the festivities. This
year ACES plans on donating
gifts to 140 children, ages
birth to 18 years old. "The
Trinity students, faculty, and
staff have been terrific in signing up to sponsor a child. We
cannot thank everyone enough
for their generosity," said
Kasey Ording '12.
All unwrapped gift donations are due back to the
Community Service Office by
Thursday, Dec. 1. Gifts should
be delivered no later than this
date because volunteers at

Interval House have a lot of
preparations once they receive
the donations, in order to get
ready for their holiday party
on December 10. Even one
small gift can make a difference for these children. There
are only a couple of gifts waiting to be claimed, so while
you're out shopping for your
friends and family, please consider picking up a gift for a
child and bringing it over to
the Office of Community
Service
and
Civic
Engagement.
Trinity College's radio sta tion WRTC Hartford held a
food drive of their own on
Sunday Nov. 20 from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. Community members
were encouraged to drop off
non-perishable goods in the
Vernon Social Center. Donors
received station merchandise
based on how much they
donated. Items included TShirts , hats and bumper
stickers. Community member
and station DJ Richard
Greene organized the event
for the second cons ecutive
yea r.

Charity Dodgeball Game Raises Funds
ball tourna ment, is other cochair, Jess Cote '12. The two
had originally wante o host
On Friday, Nov. 18, Trinity's the event last year, however it
Relay for Life chapter held their was decided that their main
first
annual
Dodge ball focus at that particular time
Tournament. It was held in should primarily be coordinatUnit D of the Ferris Athletic ing the actual Relay For Life
Center.
signature function, in which
Th o ugh
survivors, support"! thought it would work
only
10
ers, and particit eams offi- well at Trinity because of how pants alike come
cially signed active our student body is. I together in the
up,
14 also assumed once everyone spring to take part
appeared on heard what the money was in a series of
the night of going towards that it would events that lasts
the event,
for a full 24 hours.
be an added incentive,"
making the
Marro
and
total numCote believe that
ber of particLogan Marro '13 the
tournament
1 pants
Co-Chair of Relay for Life could not have
about
80.
materialized withThe
14
out the committeams were
ment of the chapthen broken up into seven dif- ter's planning committee. The
ferent brackets, the winners of committee consists of 25 stueach bracket would then go on dents who work throughout the
to play each other and so on, in year to raise money for the
a round robin type of system.
American Cancer Society and
The idea for the tournament
originated from one of the cochairs of the chapter Logan
Marro '13 after he heard about
the success of "Protect Your
Balls," a dodgeball tournament
for testicular cancer awareness,
organized by a Relay For Life
chapter from another campus.
"I thought it would work well at
Trinity because of how active
our student body is. I also
assumed once everyone heard
what the money was going
towards that it would be an
added incentive," said Marro.
~·,
Alongside Marro in leading
~·
the Relay For Life ch apter here
at Trinity, and also helping to
organize the first ever dodgeKATIE HESS '15
STAFF WRITE1l

raise awareness on our campus.
They organized_ and ran the
tournament from 6 p.m . until
9:45 p.m. that night when they
announced the winners of the
tournament. The winners of
the tournament were Charlie's
Angels, a team consisting of
Matt Nestor '12, Charles
McConnell
'12,
PJ
Constantinides
'12,
Evan
Reeves '12 and Harrison
Waterstreet '12.
The final proceeds tallied up
to be $350 and will go to the
American Cancer society as a
donation through Relay For
Life. Marro and the Chapter
are sufficiently proud of the
success of this year's tournament and have already moved
onto their next project- hosting their annual Relay For Life.
This event raised more than
$40,000 last year, and is aiming
to beat that this year. The
event will be held on Friday
Apr. 27-28 in the Koeppel Ice
Hockey Arena.

•

Messages

From the

SGA
by Max Szapary '15

'T

RELAY
FOR LIFE

I

On The Gavel: SGA
This Week

American
Cancer

Society

-SGA discussed possible plan for Mather
basement renovation.
- SGA appointed Jesse Hunt '13 to
Charter Committee on the social helix.
- Cinestudio will be showing "Home
Alone" Dec. 2. at 9:30, free.
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Trinity Weightlifing Club Holds First Ever Meet in Field House
MATT MAINULI '13
NEWS EDITOR

Over 50 eager participants
gathered in the Memorial Field
House on Sunday morning, Nov.
20, to participate in the first
ever Trinity College Open
Olympic
Weightlifting
Championships. Meet Director
Gary Valentine presided over
the competition as athletes
young and old tested their
strength in the meet's two
events: the snatch and the clean
and jerk. Three Trinity students, Elliot Bauer '12, Alex Yoel
'12 and Sam Gauthier '12 competed in the event. As members
of
The
Trinity
College
Weightlifting Club (TCWC),
these students had been training for this competition since
the beginning of the semester.
As stated on the club's website, ''The goals of the club are to
educate members on the development of the technique,
strength,
and
strategies
required for weightlifting competition. The club will help athletes set goals based on their
current levels of physical fitness
and technical ability." Not every
member is required to compete.
The TCWC is open to students
of all different strengths and
abilities. Currently the club has
10 members, including Trinity's
own Professor of Language and
Culture Studies Dario Del

Puppo.
The meet was held from 9
a.m. until 6:30 p.m. and featured
male
and female
weightlifters. With a clean and
jerk of 92kg and a snatch of
76kg, Gwendolyn Sisto of Team
Risto was the overall strongest
female participant. Five-yearold Brix.ton Maizels of Team
ECG competed alongside his
older brother. Born in 1949,
Leon Pelletier of Team Thor's
was the oldest competitor. Del
Puppo finished first in his
weight class and sixth in the
Masters Division. Bauer came
in second in his weight class and
scored new personal bests for
competition: 106kg in the
snatch and 135kg in the clean
and jerk. He is planning to compete in the New England
Championships on December
11.
The rules are such that each
lifter has three attempts to lift
the weight. He has one minute
to perform the lift and only one
attempt is allowed within that
timeframe. If you fault or cannot
lift a heavier weight you have
two minutes to rest and try
again. Weight is continually
added to the bar until all the
lifters have performed their lift
a maximum ability. The goal of
the snatch lift is to move the bar
from the platform to a locked
position overhead in one smooth
movement. The bar is pulled up

to chest level, at which point the
athelete squats and flips his
hands under the bar, balancing
the weight above his head. The
movement is complete when he
stands up from the squat position, arms raised with the bar in
a balanced position. The clean
and jerk consists of two movements. The bar is first moved
from the floor to the shoulders in
a swift pulling motion. The final
step consists of pushing the
weight overhead by using the
shoulders and back.
Yoel, who competed in the
light heavyweight division, lifted a respectable 50kg in the
snatch and 65 kg in the clean
and jerk. Gauthier, competing in
the 77kg weight class lifted 51kg
in the snatch and 68kg in the
clean and jerk. '"'It was a great
experience. It's not like other
sports where you work with your
teammates; your teammates are
competing against you too," Yoel
said after the competition.
Said Del Puppo, "Given the
success of this year's event, we'd
like to host another meet here
next year. Olympic style
weightlifting trains explosive
power and strength and it also
requires a lot of technique. What
is great about it is that you can
practice it well beyond your college years. With the meet and
the club we want to spread the
good word about Olympic lifting
and get more students involved."

News In Brief
U.S. and Pakistan Tension High

Egypt Hosts Historic Elections

After a NATO aircraft killed at least
25 Pakistani soldiers at the country's
northwestern border with Afghanistan,
Pakistan's supreme army commander
called them "unprovoked acts of
aggression." The strikes, which were
said to have involved both helicopters
and fighter jets, took place overnight.
The Defense Department is looking
into the event and offered an apology to
Pakistan.

Egyptians went to the polls to cast
their parliamentary ballots for the first
time since the ouster of president Hosni
Mubarak. This election shows Egypt's
democratic struggle as well as much
progress, while some individuals still
had little faith that their votes would
truly count. The polling lines were
watched over by the Egyptian military,
who was there to enforce a peaceful voting day.

Rep. Frank Announces Retirement

Santa Becomes Financially Aware

Mass.
Rep.
Barney
Frank
announced his retirement on Monday,
Nov. 28. While serving in Congress for
16 terms, Frank is known especially as
one of the most important legislators
on domestic policy as well as taking on
other domestic issues. He is also well
known for his promotion of gay rights,
as he was the first member of Congress
to declare his sexual orientation while
in office.

At the Charles W. Howard Santa
Claus school in Midland, Mich.,
wannabe Santa Clauses are told to be
aware of families financial circumstances, as the Christmas season
approaches. With America still in eco·
nomic unease, Santas are told to devise
a story about why they cannot bring
expensive toys to the expectant children, cautiously encouraging the children to lower their expectations.

NASA Launches Curiosity Rover

Daughter of Stalin Dies

On Saturday, Nov. 26, NASA
launched its "Curiosity rover," a carsized robot mounted on a rocket. Its
task is to establish if microbial alien
life exists, or could possibly exist on
Mars. With 354 million miles to travel,
it will take 8.5 months for the spacecraft to land on Mars, giving an estimated arrival of August 2012.

After fighting a battle against
colon cancer, the daughter of Soviet
tyrant Josef Stalin died on Tuesday,
Nov. 22. Lana Peters was born in
1926 as Svetlana Stalina, but after
her father's death changed her name.
After fleeing from Russia, she moved
all across America, Europe and Asia,
finally settling in Wisconsin.

COURTESY OF ERIKA ADAMS '13

Elliot Bauer '12 sizes up an attempt at the first ever Weighdifing Club Meet.

COURTESY OF ERIKA ADAMS ' 13

Bauer '12 and Yoel '12 stay loose between lifts in the Field House on Nov. 20.

Intercollegiate
Update
Middlebury College

Brown University

Middlebury
College
The
Quidditch team won its fifth consecutive Quidditch World Cup in New
York City on Sunday Nov. 13. The
team defeated the University of
Rorida in the final. The World Cup
was held on Randall's Island at the
Icahn Stadium with 60 teams competing in the Division I section.

On Saturday, Nov. 19 three undergraduates and one alum from Brown
were awarded Rhodes Scholarships. It
is the first time for Brown since 1970
that the University has had multiple
scholars in a single year. The scholarship allows recipients to attend
University of Oxford and pursue a
postgraduate degree of their choosing.

Yale University

University of Pennsylvania

A U-Haul truck at the HarvardYale Game tailgate struck and killed
a 30-year-old woman, and injured
two other women. The driver of the
truck was transporting beer kegs to a
fraternity tailgate party. He passed a
field sobriety test, but believes that
the accident was the result of "vehicle malfunction."

A Nursing and Warton senior at
the University of Pennsylvania died
on the morning of Sunday, Nov. 20
after running the Philadelphia Half
Marathon. While there is no official cause of death, Jeffrey Lee was
pronounced dead at the hospital
due to a heart attack. A memorial
was held the following day.

Cornell University

Williams College

After a Cornell undergraduate
died in the Fall Creek Gorge after
jumping from the Thruston Avenue
Bridge in Ithaca in Feb. 2010, his
father recently filed a lawsuit against
the school. The father believes that
the school could have done more to
prevent suicides on bridges, as his
son's death was the fourth suicide in
the academic year.

On Monday, Nov. 14, Williams
College closed as precaution after
the scrawling of a racial slur-"All
N*****s Must Die," was found ii
dormitory hallway. The college and
the Williamstown police are now
leading an investigation and are
launching a series of discussions
with the entire community about
the event.
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Mather Hosts MAC
Thanksgiving Dinner
continued from page 1
of the other food was finished
within the next half hour. Ayala
Cohen '13 admitted that she was
overwhelmed by the variety
offered at the event, "it was so
exciting to get a chance to experience all the different cultures in
one place [. . .] as I walked around
I thought it couldn't get better,
but it did!"
Lewis seemed content with
the outcome of the event, which
he felt was successful simply
because the location was "more
accessible this year'' and out of
place in past years. As a result,
MAC will probably continue
holding the MAC Thanksgiving
dinner at Mather in years to
come. As president of MAC,
Lewis' major goal is to engage
with all cultural groups on campus through his new initiative
called Bantams of One Feather
(BOOF). Under BOOF, each cultural house is required to pair up
with a house that they would not
typically plan an event with. The
cultural houses have the freedom
to plan the event, but it is their
job to fulfill this duty throughout
the semester. The next BOOF
event will take place in early
December when Hillel and LVL
will collaborate to host a Spanish
themed Shabbat dinner. While
explaining his goals for this year,
Lewis stressed the sigillficance of

having events that don't rely on
food, as these seem to be the
prime source of bringing people
together. As an alternative,
Lewis plans to host a multicultural fashion show or musical in
the spring.
After President James F.
Jones' release of the White
Papers, specifically his plan for
social life at Trinity, it is clear
that Lewis has an influential role
to play in terms of presenting the
potential of cultural houses on
Trinity's campus. In the White
Papers, Jones' details his plan to
replace Greek-life with cultural
houses on campus within the
next few years. In regards to the
new social initiative, Lewis feels
that "his vision of a more inclusive campus is finally being realized." According to Lewis, "now
more than ever, Trinity has the
opportunity to really embrace
various cultures. Its now out in
the open that Trinity is a place
that tries to include cultures but
doesn't necessarily embrace
them ... its time to bridge the
gap." This being said, although
Lewis was pleased with the outcome of the MAC dinner, he
believes that it will take more
than this event to transform
Trinity's campus, because for him
its about ''having honest conversations with people, learning
empathy and understanding oth-

Tllis week at
Career Sentices
Wednesday, Novetttber SO
Info Session with John Rossi' 02, Chief of Staff for
Congresstttan John Larson
4:SO p.ttt.
fhursday, Pecetttber 1
Long Island University MFA prograttt in fV writing and
Producing Info Session
12:15 p.llt.
and
Resuttte Review Pay
All Pay fhursday at Career Services
Cottte for advice o" writi"g a cover letter a"d starti"g a resuttte

*Visit frinity Recruiting Often for the Most Recent Job and
Internship Postings*
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Ensemble Brings Awareness to Violence Through Performance
BRIANA CALCAGNO '14
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

On Tuesday, Nov. 15 "Flipside", a
play performed by the Hartford
Ensemble called Hartbeat, debuted at
the Rittenberg Lounge. This show premiered five actors, two technical crew
members and was 90-minutes of
empowered performance.
Created by Hartbeat's actors, the
show is based on an undercover cops
experience in the world of drugs. The
performance was created to educate
the public about drugs in the Hartford
area through performance. Actress
and songwriter Cindy Martinez performed her solo "Tree of Life" in the
opening act. The song tells the story of
a father whose daughter just proclaimed her hatred for him. The riveting music and soulful words display
the father's sorrow and hurt from
learning this information. "The show is
raw, in your face, and it makes it okay
to feel what you feel out loud," said co
writer and actress Julia Rosenblatt.
This concept is displayed in all of
Hartbeat's work.
Hartbeat Ensemble is a national
theatrical group located in the
Hartford area whose goal is to bring
the arts to the underprivileged. The
Hartbeat Ensemble has many programs including: Youth Play Institute
(YPI) programs such as Main Stage,
Open Theater and various Educational

hundreds of citizens. Their Open
Theater program is five weeks of
teaching urban and suburban students
from 6th-12th grade to communicate
through theater. Within these five
weeks, students practice writing, creating and performing their own original play. This program helps children
face their fears, act out their night1

mares and express themselves in a
totally accepting environment. It helps
the children "understand what it takes
to put on a play, their own play, on
something that is important to them,"
said Rosenblatt. Hartbeat feels that
giving these children this outlet will
teach them to work together and find
different solutions to everyday prob-

programs. Through these programs,

Hartbeat has been able to reach out to

lems. The most amazing thing about
these children is that most of them
have never seen a play. "Since we
generally try to target underprivileged families, almost half the children that are in our Open Theater
program have never seen a play," said
Martinez. Hartbeat's other child centered program is their Educatignalprogram. This program is also known
as their "bully" program because it
helps to stop bullying in schools.
With the help of the schools administration the Hartbeat Ensemble helps
to bring the issues of bullying to light
in the local public schools.
In addition to performing at
Trinity College, the Hartbeat
Ensemble also performs "mini-plays"
in local parks, which they call their
Plays in the Parks program. Plays in
the Parks include 10-12 minute plays
that are comical and open to the public. These free viewing are used to
spark interest in the local children
and raise awareness to adults .
Hartbeat also has a program that
they call Main Stage.
This is
Hartbeat's major performance program in which the actors create and
perform a play based on a current
issue. "Flipside" is their most recent
major performance which is available
to tour immediately, and will be running through 2013.
For more information about the
Heartbeat Ensemble and their performances visit.. their website at

Actors from the Hartford Ensemble Hartbeat, perform their play Flipside for Trinity College Students.

http://hartbeatensemble.org.

Through the Grapevine: Dishing Dirt on Hollywood's Hottest
SERENAELAVIA '14
STAFF WRITER

The Holiday season brings joy and
cheer as families gather together to
indulge in delicious food and enjoy each
other's company. It is a time to give
thanks, appreciate what we have, and
look forward to a successful new year.
But for one family in particular this
year, staying positive during the holiday season will be especially challengrng.
After seven supposedly successful
years of marriage, Demi Moore and

COU RTESY O F www.celebritygalleryphotos.com
Hollywoods mo t powerful couple called it quits.

Ashton Kutcher have separated. The
pair was seen as one of Hollywood's
most powerful and valuable (possibly
worth $290 million) couples, despite
their 15 year age difference. Early in
the relationship critics attacked the
couple for their age difference, but
Moore and Kutcher went to war with
the tabloids and eventually proved that
their relationship could be just as
strong as any other relationship.
Kutcher assimilated easily in the
Moore household with her three daughters and also spent some quality time
with Moore's ex-husband, Bruce Willis.
Moore and Kutcher made many public
appearances with each other, both supporting the other's films and new projects, and generally projected the image
of a strong marriage. However, when
rumors began to surface that Kutcher
had cheated on his wife, cracks in the
marriage appeared. Reports came out
that Kutcher and Moore had intense
fighting, and that she couldn't handle
his flirtatious behavior with other
women.
As well, Moore's insecurities contributed to the breakdown of the marriage, as many sources close to the cou ple say that the only person who had an
issue with the age difference was
Moore. What is still baffling is why
these two even decided to get married
in the first place. Everyone knows that
love just isn't strong enough to build
and preserve a marriage; other factors
contribute to a successful marriage.
Overall, the two were in very different
places, both in their careers and lives,
when they decided to get married.
Looking to advance his acting roles,

Kutcher was still trying to establish
himself in the film business, while
Moore had already established herself
in the Hollywood scene and was
expanding her work to charity projects
and focusing on raising her three kids.
As much as the couple denied the fact,
their age difference plagued their marriage. Kutcher started dating Moore in
his early twenties, and thus never
played the field, enjoying his single,
youthful years. Plain and simple, if you
are the kind of guy who likes to flirt and
wink at a lot of women, you should not
get involved in a committed relationship with someone who has been married twice before and has kids.
On the other hand, Moore should
have seen that Kutcher was in his
prime go-wild years, and that dating
her wouldn't prevent him from chasing
after other women. Kutcher's infidelities should come as no surprise to his
wife, as he is only living out what he
never gave himself the chance to experience. Did Moore really think that she
and Kutcher were going to be the picturesque couple with a white picket
fence and a golden retriever prancing
around on the front lawn? Because the
two were at different stages in their
lives, a maturity gap set them starkly
apart.
Ashton Kutcher in the simplest of
terms is a goofball. Every character he
has ever played has been a jokester,
and his show Punk'd is a perfect representation of his personality. Not serious
in any way, shape or form, Kutcher only
wants to have fun and it is shocking
that Moore thought they were somehow
compatible. How did this woman go

COURTESY OF img.ezinemark.com
The couple seemed happy despite cheating rumors.

from being married to one of the most
respected action movie stars, to spending the last six years with a dud who is
famous for being the most followed person on Twitter? The marriage was
doomed from the day the two said "I do"
and it is surprising that the couple lasted this long.
The holidays are also a time for families to work together and cooperate, no
matter what the differences are among
family members. However, our biggest
family seems to be having an extreme
amount of difficulty getting along: the
Congress. At the moment, all eyes are
on the famous Supercommittee, the
biggest celebrities in Congress. A few
days before Thanksgiving, the Joint
Select Committee on Deficit Reduction,

see CELEBRITY on page 11
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Common Hour Lecture: Faculty Research on Peru in the Media
continued from page 1

were indigenous and there was only one
speaker of Quechua [the native language] and the committee as a result did
not find a common ground between the
various ethnic minorities." Lambright
thinks that another way to view the conflict is through various art forms that
have arisen, which depict the relationship between western and indigenous
cultures. ''The problem with popular
writers such as Ivan Thay," says
Lambright, "is that they distance the
western, urban culture from the rural
which is depicted as impossible to under
stand." Instead, she pointed us to works
such as Paloma de Papel (Paper Dove), a
movie about a young, indigenous boy

COURTESY OF l.bp.blogspot. com
Professor Lambright gave a lecture at common hour entitled Cultural Producti on and Transitional Justice Efforts: The Case of Peru outlining her research.

COURTESY OF www.trincoll.edu
Professor Lambright focuses on Peru in the media.

caught in the middle of the civil war. In
Paloma de Papel , the native language is
used and the culture is depicted as
understandable, which helps to show the
truth of what life was like for mestizos
and natives during the revolution.
Another film that Lambright points
to is "La Teta Asustada" (titled in
English as "The Milk of Sorrow"), a film
about the abuse of women during the
war. The film uses a bilingual protagonist with an indigenous heritage but
complements it with horror so real and

visceral that it brings a unifying element
to the story. As Lambright says "an idealized image reinforces a marginalized
image," meaning that using cliche and
idyllic depictions of the native people
only serves to reinforce their status as a
fringe and alien group. However, when
something universal such as fear is used
it draws similarities between peoples
and gives a basis which can be more easily understood.
A final group that Lambright dis·
cussed is the Grupo Cultural

Yuyachkani, a performance troupe
which uses plays to depict the history of
the mestizo people and actually visited
Trinity a few years ago. One of their
most popular renditions is one in which
the skeleton of Cortez is intermixed
with the bones of a native, the symbolism being of course that the heart of
Peru is of both European and indigenous culture. Lambright says that
these groups are important because
they show how interconnected both
groups truly are.

Documentary and Discussion on Raising Children in Prison
continued from page 1
make the same mistakes.
Sister Elaine Roulet is the founder of
The Childrens Center at Bedford and she
describes the parenting programs as
teaching people to swim with success
when failure has been your water from
the day you began. She views prison time
as an opportunity for these mothers to
nurture their relationship with their child
and begin again. The children need to reconcile with their parents and heal the
wounds that have been created. The
mothers of the film include Tanika, Mona,
Anneathia, Melissa who gave birth to her
daughter while incarcerated, and Rosa.
Each woman has a unique story in
regards to her past and her current situation as a mother. Bobby Blanchard,
another important woman in the film, left
her career as a lawyer to become a volunteer at the Childrens Center. Bobby is a
confidant and a teacher to these mothers
and becomes an important person in their
development and maturation during their
time in prison.
Tanika is the first mother presented
in the film and she serves 15 years to life
for her crime. Her good intentioned deci·
sion to leave a bar one night when a man
was throwing racial slurs at her turned
dangerous when he jumped in front of her
path and she stabbed him. The man bled
to death before paramedics could reach
the location and Tanika found herself in
her current situation. She wants her children to know, "I'm not here because I
don't love you, I'm here because I made a
poor decision." Tanika is burdened with
guilt and fights with depression, yet she

is still able to raise her children and realize that she can turn her life around even
though she is in prison. Her parents raise
her two boys in Schenectady, New York
where they are given strict rules and
clear boundaries in order to stay out of
trouble.
Tanika is still serving her sentence
but she finishes her story in the film saying, ''I see my incarceration like the path
of the phoenix," demonstrating her
resilience and her ability to rise up and
begin anew.
The story of Mona transforms
throughout the film as she reaches her
release date. Mona is serving 20 years to
life for murder in the second degree. She
has no memory of riding as a passenger in
a car involved in a hit and run and awoke
shackled to a hospital bed implicated in a
crime she did not remember. She refused
a plea deal at the time because she felt
five years in jail seemed like a lifetime
away from her two young children. Mona
eventually went to trial and was given
her sentence that went well beyond the
initial five years. During her time in
Bedford, Mona has learned to "appreciate
the simplest things" and spearheads the
art projects in The Childrens Center. She
sees Bedford as a sacred place for her and
the other mothers and takes pride in her
ability to give her time and care to The
Childrens Center. Mona believes that,
"there is so much joy in giving." Having a
purpose is important for Mona. She at
one point states ''I have to have purpose,"
claiming that without purpose there is
really no need for her to live.
Mona was eventually released after
serving 23 years. She was released into

the custody of her sons who are now
grown men with families of their own.
The bond shown between Rosa and
her children is strong and loving, she is
shown as stating "the bond is never bro·
ken," something she demonstrates with
her own children. She has a close relationship with her two sons, Jacob and
Joey, and during her time in Bedford she
worked in the baby nursery: "When you
see her she gives you love, she protects
you, and she is the best mother in the
world," said Jacob, Rosa's son. Rosa and
her children demonstrate the unbreakable bond of a mother and child. These
children do not get to see their mother for
months on end but they still view her as
a figure of security, comfort and attachment.
Rosa's son Joey is an example of a
resilient child who has let his mother's
incarceration act as a motivation instead
of a negative factor. Joey is entering adolescence and he is at the top of his class
and well liked by everyone. He would
rather be a positive, outgoing boy that
everyone loves than a negative, rude one
that no one liked. He is able to look
beyond the misfortunes of his mother and
his childhood and create a positive, con·
ducive environment for himself and others. He says, "the past is the past but it
also travels through with you to the pres·
ent," demonstrating the fact that he for
gives his mother for her past and does not
hold it against her. The story of Rosa and
her sons is simply one of the many told in
the film.
Each story is powerful and insightful
in its own way, providing a different point
of view for a similar scenario. The film

COURTESY OF www.quinnipiac.edu
McShane is debuting her film throught the U.S.

demonstrates a prison where mothers are
allowed to be mothers, not just inmates,
making this prison an exception. It is
unusual for prison's to allow this form of
contact between parent and child, but
McShane feels that this should not be the
case. People's opinions concerning children visiting their parents in jail vary
from ignorant to well meaning. Not
e.veryone is understanding of the situation but McShane hopes that this film
will help in educating the public. As
Sister Elaine says, "there are two purpos·
es to prison, one is to punish and the
other is to rehabilitate," these women are
serving their time and learning not only
how to be better versions of themselves,
but also how to be better role models for
their children.
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Celebrity Families Breaking up Over Holidays
continued from page 9

also commonly referred to as the Super
Committee, failed in their attempts to
craft a deficit reduction package. The
committee was formed in response to
the debt ceiling crisis with the goal of
creating an appropriate package of balanced tax increases and spending cuts.
By making the committee bipartisan
and containing members of both the
House of Representatives and the
Senate, Congress was supposed to
cooperate in order to avoid drastic
spending cuts and tax increases for all

COURTESY OF specrrum.ieee.org
Political parties cannot agree on the defecit plan.

Americans. Did anyone really expect
that the Supercommittee was going to
achieve its goal in the end? The
Republicans won the Debt Ceiling
Crisis because the Democrats handed it
to them, as they were too scared to let
the country default on its debt.
As a result, in the Supercommittee,
the Democratic members were not
about to give the Republicans another
victory, and Republicans felt stronger
than the Democrats and would do any·
thing to achieve another victory. When
two stubborn groups determined to
advance their causes are put to face off
with each other, nothing will ever get
done. Fighting for higher taxes on the
wealthy and minimal cuts to domestic
programs was on the Democrats' agenda, while the Republicans pushed for
the exact opposite. A compromise is
where neither side is happy, and
Congress needs to learn that.
Consequently, the failure of the
Supercommittee will cause automatic
cuts to military spending and domestic
programs and taxes will rise for everyone.
The threat of rising taxes seems to
be the most pressing issue, as President
Obama has urged lawmakers to look at
how their failure in coming up with a
package will cause an increase to the
payroll tax for all Americans. What
Congress needs to do is to lock the
members of the Supercommittee in a
room and not release them until they
form a balanced, bipartisan deficit
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COURTESY OF articles.latimes.com
Sen. Murray is the ccx:hair of the super committee.

reduction package. They should not be
allowed to take vacation unless they
make a package that gives both sides a
little bit of what they want. Because
both parties are staunchly opposed to
their enemies' politics, they need to be
forced to compromise. If they choose not
to listen, the American people will serve
them their last paycheck in the next
election cycle and throw them all out of
their comfortable chairs in Washington.
As Thanksgiving comes to a close
and the last bits of pumpkin pie are
gobbled up, we can only wait and see
what scandals and secrets the
Christmas season will reveal.
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''Krapp's Last Tape" in New Haven
MATTHEW MAINULI '13
NEWS EDITOR

The Long Wharf Theatre
in New Haven, Conn. will be
hosting a production of
Samuel Beckett's "Krapp's
Last Tape." Brian Dennehy
stars as an old man who goes
through boxes of audio tapes
that he has recorded since he
was 39. The one-act play
reflects on human existence
as Krapp listens to his optimistic young self speak of
lofty goals and ambitions .
Much like Beckett's "Waiting
for Godot" this absurdist work
sprinkles in moments of comedy as well. The play opens
Tuesday, Nov. 29 and runs
through Dec.18.
The 73-year-old Dennehy
is seemingly perfect for the
role. He has performed the
play before: in 2010 at
Chicago's Goodman Theater
and in 2008 at Canada's
Stratford
Shakespeare
Festival. The character of
Krapp is 69 years old, close in
age to that of Dennehy. The
veteran actor has appeared in
over 100 films and TV movies,
his most famous being Baz
Luhrman's 1996 feature film
"Romeo + Juliet." Dennehy
lllavs a small

favor works by Irish or IrishAmerican writers such as
Beckett and O'Neil, he has
also taken on difficult roles in
Anton Chekov's "The Cherry
Orchard" and Shakespeare's
"Twelfth Night."
"Krapps Last Tape" opens
to the title character pulling
out an old tape recorder. It is
the eve of Krapp's birthday
and he plans to record his
thoughts on the past year.
Sitting as his desk, all he can
talk about is his impending
death and general frustration
with life. A weak white light
shines on him, leaving the
edges of the stage dark. This
dualism of light and dark permeates the play. Krapp peers
off into the darkness, subconsciously searching for death.
As Krapp loads each new
tape he becomes more and
more upset with himself. It
seems to him that the
thoughts that he recorded

each year are worthless. In
fact, he can recall moments of
greater importance that he
did not bother to mention in
the tapes. Krapp is upset with
the trivial mind of his past
self, and takes comfort in the
few vague memories that he
has left.
In a way, Krapp is unspooling his life for everyone to see.
The tapes unwind until Krapp
can't take it anymore and
move on to a new one.
However, he lets the final tape
play until the curtain drop. At
this point Krapp is fully
unwound as a character, a
man shredded into strings
before our very eyes. The
deconstruction or degradation
of man fascinated Beckett and
is a theme in many of his
plays. In "Krapps Last Tape,"
Beckett cleverly pulls apart
all the insecurities that make
up a man and lays them out
for all to see.

... :A.NV TJfIS W2'2'X I:N J\1lTS
A.RT NEWS FROM THE WORLD A.T LARGE
ERICA. BERTOLI '14 & KRISTINA. SMITHY '14

We've listed art news from the week below,
complete with a brief recap. Our favorites this
~eek include Boyer's invasion and Lady Gaga' s
Thanksgiving.
- Frederic Boyer was appointed as the new artistic director of the Tribeca Film Festival. In an
interview with The New York Times, Boyer notes
that "We will join our forces to do something
very specific and very unusual."
"The Twilight Saga: Breaking Dawn Part l" wa~
the number one movie in America this past
Thanksgiving weekend. It beat out (among others) "The Muppets," "Happy Feet Two" and
"Arthur Christmas."
English Film director Ken Russell died this pas
Sunday, Nov. 27. He died from a series of
strokes.

Romeo's

father Ted Montague.
In 1999, Dennehy won his
first Tony Award for the role of
Willy Loman in "Death of a
Salesman." His second Tony
Award came in 2003, when he
played James Tyrone in the
Eugene O' Neil play "Long
Day's Journey into Night."
Though Dennehy seems to

- Lady Gaga' s 90 minute special "A Very Gaga
Thanksgiving" had a total audience of 5. 7 milion viewers. She performed in the dining hall o
her former school Convent of the Sacred Heart.
COURTESY OF www.probertencylopaedia.com

Brian Dennehy, the main actor in Samuel Beckett's play, "Krapps Last Tape."

Trinitones and Dance Company Join Forces to Put on Mix
MEREDITH MUNRO '15
STAFF WRITER

On Saturday, Nov. 19 the
Trinitones and the Trinity
Dance Company teamed up to
put on a wonderful performance titled "Mix Tap e," in
Hamlin Hall. Members of the
Dance Company performed
combinations to the music of
the a cappella group.
The Tones performed an
original song, "Paris 2
D'Angelo," as well as Billy
Joels "And So It Goes." The
Dance Company collaborated
with the Tones to present "Set
Fire to the Rain," "Cosmic
Love," and the Bruno Mars
hit, "Grenade." Together, they
were able to create a performance that was entirely generated by students - no technology required!
Although I did not see the
two groups rehearsing together for their performance, I
was able to sit in on a Tones
rehearsal for about 15 minutes a few weeks back. The
girls work together seamlessly and sound amazing. This
translated directly into their

production in Hamlin Hall.
The Tones and the Dance
Company also managed to
alter the aesthetic of Hamlin
Hall by changing the set up of
the stage and audience seating. Rows of seats were lined
against one wall instead of
the normal long benches. The
performers made good use of
the stage as well: the Tones
were always present, and the
dancers utilized the entire
space with many grand jetes
and a great deal of movement
on the ground.
At
first
the
Dance
Company split in two, dressed
in yellow tops and the other
in army shirts, performing
separately. For their last
number they all came together and performed in black
dresses. Sequins, confetti and
twinkle
lighting
added
ambiance and excitement to
the performance. The Tones
and the Dance Company
worked very well together
rythmically and musically.
Brooke Moschetto '15 is
one of two first years that
earned a spot in the Dance
Company earlier this semes-

ter. When asked her favorite
combination of the evening,
she explained that it was
"Cosmic Love," because "it
was the one dance we could
all be together in. I had never

danced to live singing before
and I thought it was a really
great opportunity to work
with another group of such
talented girls! The concert
fused two creative ways of

expression." All the girls
came together to produce a
concert that was a marvelous
experience! They did a beautiful job, and all enjoyed the
performance.

The entire Trinitones a capella group at their performance of "Mix Tape," put on with the Trinity College Dance
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Dale Chihuly
KRISTINA SMITHY '14
ARTS EDITOR

Dale Chihuly was born in 1941 in Tacoma, Washington. He was introduced to
glass making when he was studying interior design at the University of
Washington. After graduation, he entered the Rhode Island School of Design for
the country's first glass program. In 1968 he went to Venice and worked at the
Venini glass factory. He learned critical techniques in glass blowing while over in
Italy. In 1971, Chihuly cofounded Pilchuck Glass School in Washington State.
So far his work includes more than 200 museum collections internationally. He
has won 10 honorary doctorates and two fellowships from the National
Endowment for the Arts. He has created more than a dozen well-known series of
works. In 1995 he started his project "Chihuly Over Venice," where he created
glass sculptures and installed them over the canals and piazzas of Venice.
In 2005 he won the "Honorary Deoctorate of Fine Arts" from Kalamazoo
College. In 2006 he won the "American Craft Council Gold Medal" granted to him
in Palm Beach Florida. He also won the "Honorary Doctor of Humane Letters"
from the University of Miami. In 2007 he won the Washington State Medal of
Merit granted to him in Washington State. Finally in 2009 he was given the
"Golden Scarf Award," from the Seattle Sounders in Seattle Washington.

COURTESY OF www.chibUJy.com

Purple Frog Foot Installation debuted in 2004.This was placed in the Atlanta Botanical Garden.

y.com

Part of the Fiori Collection. This was the indoor installment debuted in 2005 titled, "Mille Fiori."

COURTESY OF www.chibuly.com

Part of Chihuly's White Persian Set. This piece is titled, "With Scarl et Lip Warps," debuted in 1986.
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from a research study that measures the effects of
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Hartford Holiday Cheer Preview: A Guide to Exam Distractions
ERICA BERTOLI '14
ARTS EDITOR

As the last work-filled two weeks lie
dreadfully before us, it seems appropriate to brighten all of our spirits with
some holiday cheer.
Though the
exams, essays and portfolios seem
never-ending, there is hope. The good
community of Hartford has a series of
Holiday events occuring during the
month of December that are sure to
warm any heart. Below we've highlighted a slew of events occuring in the
Hartford area and included a brief summery under each one.

Holiday Light Fantasia
Goodwin Park, Hartford CT
Now through Friday, Jan. 6
The Holiday Light Fantasia consists
of over 2 miles of 200 holiday light displays. In total, there are over a million
bulbs. The displays depict holiday
scenes and characters. Some are even
animated, which brings Holiday Light
Fantasia to a whole other level compared to the light displays of your childhood. Located at 1130 Maple Avenue
(also known as Goodwin Park), the park
is open Sunday - Thursday 6 p.m.- 9
p.m. and Friday - Saturday 6 p.m.-10
p.m. The cost per car is $10 and covers
the cost of admission for up to ten passengers.
Festival of Light
Bushnell Park, Hartford CT
Saturday, Dec. 10 - Thursday,
Jan. 6
The Hartford Festival of Light at
Constitutional Plaza and Bushnell
Park has switched it up. Traditional

holiday lights still line the Plaza, but
Bushnell park steps it up with hightech holiday image projections throughout the park and onto the surrounding
buildings. Even better, a new ice skating rink is opening in the park
Saturday, Dec. 10. Even better than
that, they will have skates available.
For free. If that alone does not intrigue
you, know that Santa will be there
Saturday, Dec. 10, Sunday, Dec. 11, and
Monday, Dec. 12.
"A Christmas Carol" at the
Hartford Stage
50 Church Street, Hartford CT
Tuesday, Nov. 29, 2011 to
Friday, Dec. 30, 2011
"A Christmas Carol" has returned to
the Hartford Stage for the 2011 Holiday
season. Part of many Connecticut residents holiday traditions, the show features Bill Raymond as the unforgettable Ebenezer Scrooge. Tickets are
$24 to $69 for adults and $14 to $59 for
ages 12 and under. Children under five
are not admitted to the show. Tickets
can be purchased at (860) 527-5151 or
www.hartfordstage.org.

and dueling mice, princesses ad sugarplums- a delicious treat for the child
in all of us." The show is located at The
Bushnell at 166 Capitol Avenue,
Hartford. Tickets rage from $33 to $45
and can be purchased by calling the
Bushnell box office at (860) 987- 5900.
Festival of Trees and
Traditions at The Wadsworth
600 Main Street, Harford CT
Friday, Dec. 2- Saturday,
Dec. 11. Closed Mondays
The Festival of Trees and Traditions
at the Wadsworth in downtown
Hartford is a series of events hosted by
the museum. Santa visits on Saturday,
Dec. 3 from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. If you miss
him then, on Sunday, Dec. 4 from 10:30
a.m. to 1:30 p.m. you can track both
Santa and Mrs. Claus down for a picture by the trees. On Saturday, Dec. 10
from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. you can create your
own tree- with the help of special guest
artist Walter Wick of the I Spy series

(remember those books?). More infor
mation can be found by calling The
Wadsworth at (860) 278-2670.
Vienna Boys Choir Holiday
Concert at the Bushnell
166 Capitol Avenue, Hartford
CT
Saturday, Dec. 17th
If you're a First-year whose parents
happen to be picking you up for break
on Saturday, Dec. 17 and you happen to
have a strong desire to distract them
from asking about your first semester
grades, you are in luck. The Vienna
Boys Choir Holiday Concert will be per
forming at the Bushnell at 7:3opm. The
choir is over 500 hundred years old and
is well regarded around the world (in
other words, your parents will enjoy it)
It's a golden opportunity to "get on their
good side." Tickets are between $19.50
and $48 and can be purchased by calling the Bushnell box office at (860) 9875900.

Nutmeg Ballet's "Nutcracker"
The Bushnell
Saturday, Dec. 17 and
Sunday, December 18
Another Holiday classic, the tale of
Clara is brought to the Bushnell by the
Nutmeg Conservatory for the Arts.
Tchaikovsky's "Nutcracker" is brought
alive by the Nutmeg performers, who
continually enchant audiences with
their Nutcracker performance year
after year. Hartford.com says ''This holiday favorite brings to life toy soliders

"Jvl.ernory anrl Le9acy"
The first Holocaust memorial to be built on public
land by a group of Jews and non-jews determined to
memorialize for posterity the tragedy of the holocaust.
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The Festival of Light at Constitutional Plaza and Bushnell Park is decking the "halls" of Hartford.
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The Inspirational Life of Scout Bassett First-Years Impress in
Early Season Games
CHLOE MILLER '14
STAFF WRITER

Imagine getting ready to
race an Olympic-distance
triathlon: a 1.5 kilometer
swim in an open lake or ocean,
a 40 km bike ride, followed by
a lOk run. Not only do you
have to train in each sport
individually, but you have to
learn how to smoothly transition from each event to the
next. It's challenging, to say
the least. Now imagine doing
the whole thing with a prosthetic leg.
Scout Bassett, 22, lost her
left leg just above the knee
when she was one-year-old in
a chemical fire at her home in
China. Shortly afterwards,
she arrived at the government-run orphanage where
she would live until the age of
seven. Learning to live with a
disability has been a constant
theme in Scout's life, both in
China and the U.S. after her
adoption.
Today, Scout is a threetime silver medalist at the
World
Triathlon
Championships and is training to be a part of the U.S.
Paralympic track team. She
trains six days a week in a
variety of sports, including
strength training, cross training and yoga.
Her prosthetic leg doesn't
change the way she trains or
competes, and doesn't define
who she is. Scout is an inspirational athlete who has overcome great odds to reach the
level of competition she is at
today.
She was invited to a
Common Hour event last
Thursday, Nov. 1 7 to share her
life story and some of her
hopes for her athletic future .
Scout did not have the
active childhood many pro
athletes credit for their success. She was confined to the
walls of the orphanage in
China for the first seven years
of her life, not even glimpsing
the outdoors until the day of
her adoption. She and the
other children were malnourished, abused and forced to
perform physical labor everyday.
Today, standing at just
4' 8", Scout remembers the
small helpings of rice and

crackers she ate on a daily
basis at the orphanage. While
life in the orphanage was
unpleasant, for Scout it was
the only life she knew, and
transitioning to life in a small
town in Michigan after her
adoption created more challenges during her years in
grade school.
Scout was a minority in
her small town, as well as disabeled, and was facing a foreign environment.
The
adjustment in her kindergarten class was far from easy
as she struggled to learn
English, as well as how to
read and write. Kids asked
questions about her missing
leg, which had never seemed
an issue to her before.
In an effort to integrate
into her new American life,
Scout tried a variety of recreational sports while growing
up . She joined local soccer,
volleyball and softball teams,
but struggled. She was eager
and able to participate, but
found prejudice from coaches
made it nearly impossible for
her to have a chance. "I sat on
the bench a lot," recalls Scout
with a smile.
She was
depressed often, but her bitterness and determination
kept her from quitting sports.
At age 13, things finally
changed for Scout. She traveled to San Diego for an event
run by the Challenged Athlete
Foundation (CAF)-a group
that supports mentally and
physically disabled athletes.
Seeing others with disabilities
run, bike and swim in a com petitive atmosphere opened
Scout's eyes to the world of
triathlons.
Through a generous grant
from the CAF, she received
her first prosthetic "running
leg." Much lighter and more
specifically engineered than a
typical "walking leg," it wasn't
covered by insurance and
therefore wasn't economically
feasible until she received the
grant.
The first running leg
changed Scout's life-for the
first time she felt that speed
and freedom that athletes
thrive on. She began to find
her athletic niche after joining
individual sports at her new
high school. She was able to
excel in tennis and golf.

Her love of athletic competition kept growing ever since
her first encounter with the
CAF.
After moving to
California her senior year,
Scout decided to participate in
her first triathlon. Learning
how to bike and swim in just a
few short months, she had her
first competition and loved it.
"I think I may have a passion for this," she remembers
thinking after her first race .
She quickly found out that she
had some sort of natural talent and qualified at Nationals
to compete at Worlds that
same year. Her training and
success kept increasing.
Physically disabled athletes ·compete right along with
able-bodied athletes, swimming, biking, and running the
same distances. Results, however, are compared just to
other
disabled
athletes.
Triathlons for disabled athletes such as Scout require
two different legs: no prosthetic is worn for the swim ming event, a bike-specific leg
is fitted, and then switched
out for a long-distance running leg. Scout showed the
audience in her Common Hour
talk how to remove and fit a
prosthetic leg; the whole transition took only a few minutes.
Scout's
success
in
triathlons over the past three
years caught the attention of
the U.S. Paralympic Team.
The triathlon ,won't be a
Paralympic sport until 2016,
so Scout shifted gears and
began focusing on her running
in order to make the para lympic track team (trials are
in June of next year, and the
Games are two weeks after
the regular Olympics, set for
August 2012 in London).
Scout hopes to serve as an
inspiration and an example
for other young disabled athletes. She works with disabled kids and shares her
story while working with the
CAF.
She's a longtime friend of
Kristin Duquette '13, who also
works with the CAF and hopes
to qualify for the Paralympic
swim team this year. Both
young women are prime exam ples of perseverance and
determination and overcom ing great struggles to excel in
athletics.

Bantams Split Series With Camels
continued from page 16
Friday,
Nov.
18,
while
Connecticut College prevailed
6-2 the following day. Sarah
Duncan '14, Abby Ostrom '14
and Rebecca Rosen '13 each
scored in the season-opening
win.

Saturday's game versus the
Camels featured an unfortunate reversal of fortunes for
the Bantams. Despite outshooting their hosts 29-27, the
Bantams fell 6-2 after the
Camels scored three third
period goals to put the game
away.

Tri-captain Brigitte Cellino
'12 recorded a goal and an
assist in the loss, and Payson
Sword
'12
notched
the
Bantams' second goal of the
day.
The Bantams played their
first home game of the year on
Tuesday, Nov. 22, falling 3-2 to
Nichols College. Despite a 4510 advantage in shots, the
Bantams could not convert
many of their opportunities
due to the strong play of
Nichols first-year goalie Tori
Gianformaggio.
Despite the setback, goals
from Lauren Glynn '14 and

Chelsea Campbell '13 proved
they have no shortage of scoring threats as a different person has scored each of the
team's seven goals this season.
The Bantams will travel to
Middlebury College this weekend, Dec 2-3, for two games
versus the Panthers and will
return home for two final
games on Dec. 9 and 10 before
the end of the semester.
Trinity
will
host
the
University of St. Thomas on
Friday, Dec. 9 at 7 p.m. and
Rochester
Institute
of
Technology on Saturday, Dec.
10 at 4 p.m.

continued from page 16
strong first-half performance
into a 42-29 lead over the
Golden Bears at halftime.
Late in the game, Trinity led
68-40 but Western New
England was able to close the
gap - the Bantams won by 10
points, 73-63. Against the
Golden Bears, tournament
MVP Eric Dean '14 led the
Bantams with 15 points and
eight rebounds, while Jon
Seltzer '15 and Ram also
scored double figures.
The Bantams are off to a 41 start this winter, with their

lone loss coming on the road at
Eastern Connecticut State
University on Tuesday, Nov.
22.
Trinity's next two games
are their first of the year at
home
in
Ray
Oosting
Gymnasium: the Bantams will
host Western Connecticut
State University at 7:00 p.m.
on Wednesday, Nov. 30, and
Newbury College on Saturday,
Dec. 3 at l:oo p.m. On Friday,
Dec. 9, the Bantams will face
Springfield College at the
MassMutual Center in the
Hall
of
Fame
Holiday
Showcase at 5:00 p.m.
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Mick DiStasio ' 13 is just one of several upperclassmen on the men's basketball team this year.
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Bantams Beat Springfield M. Basketball Wins Two Tournaments
in Season Opening Win
ANN WALLER CURTIS '12
SPORTS EDITOR

KAYLA CHADWICK '12
STAFF WRITER

Trinity women's basketball
opened their season on Friday,
Nov. 18 with a win over
Springfield College at the
Bridgewater State University
P&H
Travel
Women's
Basketball
Tip-Off
Tournament. The final score
was 61-45, and Trinity scoring
was led by Carly Napier '13
with 17 points, and Michelle
Royals '12, Kaitlin Ciarleglio
'12 and Emily Dixon '14 each
notched nine points.
The
Bantam defense was successful , limiting Springfield to
26.4 percent shooting, while
on the offensive side of the
court Trinity was successful
43.3 percent of the time.
U nfortu:riately
the
Bantams would fall the very
next day in the tournament
finals to host Bridgewater
State University, with a final
score of 86-57. Ciarleglio and

Royals scored 10 points each
for Trinity, and Ciarlegio's 10
points, six rebounds, two
assists and seven steals were
good enough to see her named
to the all-tournament team.
The
home-opener
for
Trinity's 2011-2012 season
took place on Tuesday, Nov.
22, and unfortunately it saw
the Bantams fall to visiting
Keene State College by a score
of 74-69. Keene State never
trailed, and was leading 33-29
by halftime.
Royals earned 1 7 points,
four assists and four steals,
while Dixon, Heather Lyhne
'13, Abby Hancock ' 14 and
Napier each scored 11 points,
with Napier also notching five
assists.
The Bantams will play at
Lasell College and Western
Connecticut State University
this week, before returning
home to play Salem State
University on Saturday, Dec. 3
at 3 p.m.
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Carly Napier ' 13 sco red 17 points in the Bantams' season opening win over Springfield.

The Trinity College men's
basketball team spent their
holiday weekend at the
Harbor Invitational, and for
the second year in a row were
named tournament champions. The Bantams defeated
the Wheelock College Wildcats
64-4 7 in the championship
game on Saturday, Nov. 26 at
the
University
· of
Massachusetts at Boston.
Building on the momentum
of the 64-38 win over
Framingham State University
in the opening round of the
tournament the day before,
the Bantams took an early 7-0
lead versus the Wildcats and
never looked back. Led by a
trio of First-years, Varun
Ram, Carter Trent and George
Papadeas, the Bantams led
30-23 at halftime and maintained a comfortable lead for
most of the second half.
Papadeas scored a gamehigh 15 points against the
Wildcats, and Ram, the tournament's
Most
Valuable
Player (MVP), finished with
14 points, four rebounds and
three assists. Co-captain
Chris Applegate '12 contributed six points, eight
rebounds and two blocks in
the win.
The Harbor Invitational
marked the second tournament win of the season for the
Bantams.
The
Bantams
opened their season the weekend of Nov. 18-19 by claiming
the title at the Golden Bears
Hoop Classic, held at Western
New England University.
The Bantams defeated

Women's Hockey Off to Solid Start
ANN WALLER CURTIS '12
SPORTS EDITOR

The
Trinity
College
women's hockey team began
this season with high expecta -

tions. The Bantams, who finished the 2010-2011 season
with an 18-4-4 overall record,
good enough for a third place
finish in the New England
Small
College
Athletic

Conference (NESCAC), began
this year's campaign ranked
No. 9 in the United States
College
Hockey
Online
(USCHO.com)
Pre-Season
NCAA Division III Poll.
However, the Bantams are
without the graduating class
of 2011 that scored 42 of the
team's 67 goals last winter.
The Bantams begin their
2011-2012
season
under
Interim Head Coach Carson
Duggan. Duggan was an assistant last winter and takes over
this year for Andrew McPhee,
who departed for Brown
University on September 30
after nine years as the
Bantams' head coach.
The Bantams opened their
season with a trip to in-state
rival Connecticut College for
two games the weekend of Nov.
18-19. The Bantams and
Camels split their weekend
series: Trinity won 3-1 on
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Hillary McNamara '13 and the Bantams earned a No. 9 ranking in the preseason poll.
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The Bantams celebrate their win at the Golden Bears Hoop Classic Basketball Tournament.

Sage College on Friday, Nov.
18 by a score of 81-64, to open
their 2011-2012 season with a
win and advance to the tour
nament finals against the

hosts, the Western New
England Golden Bears.
The Bantams turned a

see FIRST on page 15

